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Fake Billy Sims Heisman 
was part of $22.7M fraud 


BY NOLAN CLAY 
Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


A smooth-talking 
sports memorabilia 
dealer defrauded “mul- 
tiple individuals” with a 
phony Billy Sims Heis- 


man Trophy, one of “the 
many frauds” he com- 
mitted to finance his lav- 
ish lifestyle, federal pros- 
ecutors have told a judge. 

The victims of his 
admitted scheme lost 
$22.7 million, prosecu- 
tors allege. 
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John M. Rogers, 44, 
of North Little Rock, 
Arkansas, pleaded guilty 
in March to one wire 
fraud count involving the 
phony Heisman Trophy. 
His sentencing is set for 
Nov. 20 in Chicago. 

Prosecutors are ask- 
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ing U.S. District Judge 
Thomas Durkin to 
impose a punishment 
that will send a message 
to other individuals in the 
industry, “where fraud 
and deception is all too 
common and where con- 
fidence men prey on the 
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unwary.” 
They recommended 
Rogers be sentenced 


to at least 11 years and 
nine months in federal 
prison for his conduct. 
They also recommended 
he be ordered to pay 
$22,762,620 in restitu- 


LEFT: Jessica Rose Hammack spent four years in the Marine Corps, the culmination of a lifelong dream to serve her country. TOP MIDDLE: Iraq 
veteran Cody Wyatt is shown with his family in a recent photo. TOP RIGHT: Cody Wyatt during the time he spent in Iraq while in the U.S. Army. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Gordon Rodgers deployed to Iraq multiple times and also took part in Operation Desert Storm. BOTTOM MIDDLE: Kodey Hewitt is 
shown with a member of the Iraqi Army during his deployment. [PHOTOS PROVIDED] 
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The changing face of Veterans Day 


BY MATT PATTERSON 
Staff Writer 


mpatterson@oklahoman.com 


The reminders of Cody Wyatt’s days in 
Iraq sometimes come in the most unusual 
ways. There is the occasional dizziness, 
and sometimes his vision is blurry. But the 
one he can’t quite figure out comes when he 


signs his name. 


“I stutter a little bit with my Ws,” the 
34-year-old Broken Arrow native said. 

Wyatt joined the U.S. Army in 2002 on 
the heels of 9/11. He trained at Fort Ben- 
ning in Georgia and deployed to Iraq in 
2003, spending a year there, often riding in 
Stryker combat vehicles. The large armored 
trucks sitting on massive wheels weigh up to 


20 tons, but are faster than tanks. 


brain injury. 


SEE VETERANS, 5A 


But nothing is impervious to attack. 
Wyatt was riding in a Stryker when a road- 
side bomb went off, giving him a concus- 
sion. Later, after his deployment ended, 
doctors diagnosed him with a traumatic 
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tion to his victims. 

Rogersis seeking a five - 
year prison sentence. 
On Friday, his attorney 
asked for the sentencing 
to be delayed because of 
new accusations. 
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Bill on VA 
hospitals 
advances 


BY JUSTIN WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
jwingerter@oklahoman.com 


The U.S. Senate on 
Thursday passed a bill 
inspired in part by prob- 
lems at Oklahoma VA 
medical centers. 

The Enhancing Vet- 
erans Care Act, which 
passed without objection 
on a voice vote, would 
allow the VA to contract 
with outside nonprofit 
organizations when 
investigating VA hospi- 
tals. 

Sen. Jim Inhofe, a 
Tulsa Republican who 
introduced the bill, had 
requested the VA part- 
ner with the Joint Com- 
mission, a nonprofit that 
accredits hospitals, while 
investigating VA centers 
in Oklahoma City and 
Muskogee last year. 

He went so far as 
to temporarily block 


then-President Barack 
Obama’s nominee for 
VA inspector general 


until being promised this 
would occur. The inspec- 
tor general released its 
report on the Muskogee 
VA in July and on the 
Oklahoma City VA last 
week. 
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Find more Veterans 
Day coverage starting 
on Page 5A. 


Man leads police on pursuit Friday in stolen pickup 


BY JOSH WALLACE 
AND ROBERT MEDLEY 
Staff Writers 


A man led law enforce- 
ment officers on a chase 
Friday that lasted nearly 
three hours and stretched 
into two counties before 
he was arrested. 

A Cleveland County 
Sheriff’s deputy ended 
the pursuit after Brenton 
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Almighty God, bless the dedicated men 
and women of our armed forces who 


have defended our freedom. Amen. 


James Hager, 25, drove a 
stolen pickup into a pond 
about 1 p.m. near SW 164 
and Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Hager attempted to flee 
from the vehicle on foot 
and was arrested after the 
deputy deployed a Taser. 
The pursuit began about 
10:30 a.m. near SW 29 and 
Virginia Avenue and con- 
tinued through Oklahoma 


Hager began broadcasting 
from inside the pickup on 
Facebook Live. 

Video later uploaded to 
YouTube from Hager’s 
stream shows the man 
fleeing from law enforce- 
ment. 

“Hey everybody. I’m 
going live on Facebook. 
It’s been a good run, but 
as you can see behind me 


and Cleveland counties as ...” Hager said as the lights 
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of law enforcement cars 
can be seen in the vehicle’s 
rear window. 

A short time later, a law 
enforcement officer can be 
heard over a loudspeaker 
saying, “We’re not going 
anywhere, buddy, just 
stop and get out,” to which 
Hager replies, “I’m trying 
to smoke a cigarette.” 

During the pursuit, he 
told several people that 
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he loved them, asked for 
people to deposit money in 
the jail for him and said he 
needed an attorney. 

“Pm thinking, hope- 
fully, if I get to Cleveland 
County, I get to go to jail 
there and not Oklahoma 
County. Pm not trying 
to go back to Oklahoma 
County,” Hager said. 
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Brenton Hager is shown in 
a 2015 booking photo. 
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